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INHUMAN IF TRUE

The Honorary Secretary of the Social Service Depart-
ment of the Marwari Relief Society writes:

"I have to place before you a very brief review of the activities
of the Marwari Relief Society, Calcutta, in connection with render-
ing relief to evacuees from Burma and Malaya, absolutely irrespective
of caste, creed and colour, and also to humbly seek your invaluable
advice on a very grave matter. The Society has undertaken to
provide food, medical aid, and facilities for repatriation to thousands
of helpless refugees who are arriving in Calcutta daily by rail,
road and sea. Several emergent cases of delivery have also been
attended h- The Society is also trying to secure suitable jobs for
unemployed evacuees with the kind co-operation of 'respectable
local firms.

In this connection I beg to report a certain very regrettable
incident to you, and shall be grateful if you kindly advise me as
to my duties in the matter.

On the night of" the 14th MarcH, shortly after the arrival of
the Chittagong Mail, as I, in company with a number of volunteers,
was attending to the wants of the evacuees, a British tommy got
hold of a small child belonging to one of the poor evacuees and
threw it under the train. Although I am a humble follower of your
noble creed of non-violence, it was with the greatest difficulty
that I restrained myself and my volunteers from punishing the
soldier bodily for his brutal act. I reported the matter to the station
military authorities, but their attitude was anything but sympathetic.
I later approached Mr. K. C. Sen, I.C.S. over the matter, and
though he promised to duly enquire into the matter, nothing has
been done as yet to rectify it. There are still large numbers of soldiers
loitering about the platforms every night, and a violent clash bet-
ween these soldiers and relief volunteers and the public is a possibility
which has to be tackled in no time. I have already placed the matter
before the Bengal Congress Civil Protection Committee.

I should be thankful, if you kindly advise me on the following
points:
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